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Tracks showing heavy use in
Peaks avalanche terrain.

Avalanche and Winter
Backcountry Safety
It’'s YOUR responsibility!!!

Being snow and avalanche savvy by detailed
study of snow and avalanche conditions like the
professionals is admirable and we encourage it.
However, in reality it is beyond the reach of most
occasional backcountry enthusiasts. It requires a
great deal of hard study and experience, and
sometimes baffles even the pros.

You can still get a very good feel for the
avalanche conditions by recognizing the BIG
TICKET warning signs. The average winter
recreational enthusiast is more likely to remember
and recognize these signs. If you don't understand
it don't risk your life on the sometimes confusing
science of advanced snow physics.

KISS...Keep it simple stupid.

The Warning Signs

» The BIGGY... Visible avalanche activity!!
Steep slopes, 25 — 45 degrees or more.

Obvious avalanche paths. Steep bowls,
cleared swaths in the timber.

e Many broken or snapped off trees.

e High or moderate wind. Evidence of
blowing snow, during a storm or after.

+ Heavy snowfall. Most slides occur during
or after snowstorms.

«  “Whumping” or collapsing sounds in the

*  snow pack, or running cracks in the snow.

« Anavalanche slope doesn’t have to be
huge to kill. Watch for small steep slopes
with heavy snow cover as well.




